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Graeme Frank Barton FCPA (20 July 1934 – 22 December 2020) 

We remember with great appreciation Graeme Barton for his 
contributions over many years to Australian gliding and for his 
enthusiasm for preserving the history of gliding. Jim Barton tells us of 
Graeme’s gliding years:  

“… after graduating in accounting at the University of Melbourne in 1955, 
Graeme joined General Motors Holden (GMH) and over his working life, 
rose through the ranks to senior management.  In later years he held a 
number of Executive and Board positions. 

In the same year that that Graeme commenced work at GMH, he joined 
the Gliding Club of Victoria (GCV).  Soon he became Club Honorary 
Treasurer and trained as a glider pilot and flew with distinction for a 
number of years.  He retired as Club Treasurer in 1994.  He also served 
on school and scout groups for a number of years. 

Shortly after retiring from GCV Treasurer, he volunteered to act as 
secretary for a group interested in saving RAAF Point Cook to allow the former RAAF Base to be developed as 
a national air museum, unfortunately without success, but the group did achieve having the Base heritage 
listed saving it from land development. 

Whilst Graeme was the Honorary Treasurer of the GCV, he was part of a small team that grew the Club finances 
and activities to a major degree. Membership increased to 450 flying members and 150 social members who 
owned a fleet of 20 gliders and 3 towing aircraft, the most active gliding club in Australia with up to 7 staff 
plus part timers during peak periods. 

In retirement from GMH Graeme was a major force in the establishment of the Australian Gliding Museum. 
He assumed the role of Secretary and Treasurer in the critical period and was also very hands on in the 
establishment of a workshop devoted to repair and rebuilding of gliders back to display and flying of suitable 
gliders. The Museum’s stock of suitable aircraft now stands at 70.  He also assisted in the initial establishment 
of an archive section which is now achieving world status. 

It is largely due to Graeme’s guidance that the Museum has reached the stage where it’s collection can be 
opened to display, on a regular basis, and plans for upgrades may eventually allow further exposure to the 
general public.” 
 

Currently, the Museum has approximately 130 members.  We thank all who have renewed and welcome the 

following new members: David Ray, Sean Wee, Glenn Costain, John Styles, Rowan Snell, Stanford Hall, Ian 

McPhee, Rob Hocking, Michael Ansell, Bernard Le Riche, Dennis George, Mia Keep, Isobel Marshall, Silvio 

Ballino, Stuart Baylis, Alexander Bolek, James Henkel, Alan Hopkins, Christopher Thorpe.  

Graeme Frank Barton (20 July 1934 – 22 December 2020) 

 

 

 

We also remember the following members who sadly have passed away over the past year or so: 
John Tribe (7 April 2021), Chris Saunders (9 February 2020), John King (24 August 2020) and 
Peter Milligan (2 March 2019). 

Welcome to New Members 
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Annual General Meeting 

The Museum 2020 annual general meeting and open 

day, which normally takes place on the Sunday in 

November prior to Melbourne Cup Day, was held on 

Sunday 28 March 2021.  It had been delayed due to 

COVID restrictions and some catching up on the 

administration and treasury functions following the loss 

of our secretary – treasurer Graeme Barton.  About 30 

people attended, less than normal, but nonetheless a 

very satisfactory outcome in the circumstances. 

Notable guests included Honorary Vice President Alan 

Patching who is now well into his nineties and still as 

interested in the Museum as ever. 

As to the formalities, David Goldsmith (President) and Ian Burston (Treasurer- Acting) delivered their reports 

for the year ended 30 June 2020 and a new committee was elected.  Ian acknowledged the invaluable 

assistance he received from Allan Hopkins in the preparation of the financial statements.  David retains the 

position of President; Jim Barton moves back to the position of Vice-President with Ian Grant taking on the 

role of Secretary.  Hal Hopkins and Michael Williams were re-elected as committee members.  There were no 

nominations for Treasurer and the committee member position vacated by Jim Barton.  However, Ian Burston 

has agreed to act as Treasurer until a more permanent replacement can be found. A special resolution 

authorising an increase in annual membership subscription from $20 to $30 was passed unanimously. 

Informally, there was some discussion of issues facing the Museum’s Committee going forward, in particular 

the more challenging financial environment.  One matter that was aired was the cost savings that might be 

available if the Museum newsletter was disseminated in electronic format only.  There seemed to be some 

support for the idea but no conclusion was reached.  In addition, John Styles gave a short talk about ideas for 

expansion of the Museum, both in terms of infrastructure and broadening of membership base. Graeme 

Bishop read a letter of appreciation from Irene, Chris Saunders’ partner, for the heartfelt condolences from 

Museum people following Chris’s death on 9th February this year. 

After the meeting ended everyone enjoyed a BBQ lunch and friendly get-together, thanks to the catering team 

of Allan Bradshaw, Sylvia Sharman, Jenne Goldsmith and Hal Hopkins.  This year the Slingsby T31 was proudly 

displayed in front of the Brockhoff hangar.  There was no flying. 

Restoration program 

Since January this year, glider restoration work has continued on the Schleicher Ka4, and Schleicher Ka8.  The 

fuselage of the former is now ready for recovering with fabric.  The fuselage of the Ka8b has a new polyester 

skin and is masked up in readiness for respraying. Two new projects have been brought into the workshop; 

the Schweizer SGS 2.22 and the Slingsby T-35.  An ultra sound inspection of the fuselage tubing of the SGS 2.22 

was undertaken to discover any hidden defects that may have bearing on airworthiness.  This glider, which 

was in a good general condition when received, needing only minor repairs, is regarded as a flying exhibit 

subject to it passing all necessary airworthiness checks.  The main project over the last 6 months has been the 

repainting of the Slingsby T-35.  This work was made possible by a donation received that covered the cost of 

materials (see article below).  

Museum News 

The Committee: Jim Barton, Ian Grant, David Goldsmith, 

Hal Hopkins and Ian Burston. [Michael Williams not in 

photograph] 
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First woman to go solo at Renmark Gliding Club 

sponsors T-35 restoration 

The restoration of the Museum’s Slingsby T-35 

Austral commenced a number of years ago at the 

Ferntree Gully workshop reaching a stage whereby it 

had been repaired and re-covered with new fabric. 

Further work was deferred indefinitely while progress 

was made on other projects. In circumstances where 

both human resources and funds at the Museum are 

stretched, the necessary finishing work for bringing 

this aircraft to display standard has been made 

possible courtesy of a generous donation from 

Margaret Peel.  Margaret (formerly Margaret Searle) 

has fond memories of the T-35 as it was the aircraft 

that she flew at the Renmark Gliding Club in the 

1960s.  In fact, Margaret has the distinction of being 

the first woman trainee pilot to go solo at Renmark.  

This was an era when the Renmark club was quite 

active with a fleet including the T-35, the Schneider 

ES50 Club and two Cherokee single seaters.  We are 

most grateful to Margaret for her support.  

Astral T-35 at Renmark Airfield on 11 April 1966 - Instructor Erwin Lackner, Onlooker Reg Barrington, Pilot 

Margaret Searle (now Margaret Peel), Renmark Gliding Club, who gained her A and B licence on 17 April 1966. 

The Slingsby T-35 gets a Sponsor 
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From Jenne Goldsmith 

In late 1951, John Wotherspoon, while on a “globe-
trotting tour to England and America”, arranged 
with Slingsby of Kirkbymoorside, England, for them 
to build a modified version of the Slingsby T-31 for 
the Waikerie Gliding Club. The new machine was to 
be called the “Austral” in honour of Australia, and, 
as it was developed after the design of the Slingsby 
T-34 Sky, it had the Slingsby design number of T-35, 
or Type 35 allotted to it. 

John had a complete kit of parts to construct the 
fuselage (a standard T-31B fuselage kit, minus 
rudder but complete with tailplane and elevators 
parts) immediately sent by sea to Port Adelaide. 

The wings for the new machine were to have an increased 
span over the standard T-31B span of 13.2m to 15.64m. To allow for the extra aileron drag expected of the 
increased span and aileron length, an enlarged, taller rudder was designed. The wings and rudder were to be 
constructed by Slingsby and sent by sea to Port Adelaide when completed. 

The fuselage kit arrived in Port Adelaide early in 1952 and was reported in Australian Gliding (A.G.) as suffering 
a “custom-ary delay”. The Customs Department had difficulty deciding whether it was aircraft parts, or parts 
of an aircraft! “Evidently there is a difference” reported Waikerie G.C. Secretary Bob Rowe. 

The fuselage, tailplane and elevators were very smartly constructed from the kit in Adelaide by a team of 
Waikerie G.C. members called the “Adelaide Branch”, presumably because they lived there. The kit was 
described as “being very well planned as far as assembly is concerned, being cut to shape and numbered, even 
down to the screws and washers.” By April 1952 the completed fuselage, tailplane and elevators were ready 
and with the wings and rudder expected to arrive a fortnight before Easter, the Waikerie G.C. eagerly expected 
that they might have it flying for that holiday break. Sadly, they were disappointed. Bob Rowe reported in A.G. 
a rather dismal Easter for the club with poor flying conditions and the non arrival of the much anticipated 
Austral wings and rudder. 

The delay was not long however, the first flight of the Slingsby T-35 Austral took place on the 4th of May, 1952. 
Training in the machine began shortly thereafter at a feverish pace, with the whole club operation centering 
around the two seater. For a while, the club’s comprehensive single seater fleet of Olympia (Yellow Witch), 
Kite II, Grunau Baby and H17 was largely sidelined in the effort to train new pilots. Over the next 8 weeks, 400 
flights were flown by the club, all but 20 of them in the Austral. For two of those weekends the Austral was 
out of the air having a fully enclosed canopy fitted, as it was decided early on that the open cockpit was “too 
bloody windy”. Fitting the canopy resulted in the glide angle improving “substantially” according to a report 
in A.G. 

On Sunday, July 13, 1952, Romily Barratt, son of CFI “Jock” Barratt went solo in the Austral. At 15 years old, he 
was believed to be Australia’s youngest pilot at that time. 

Slingsby T-35 Austral 

The Slingsby T-35 Austral in flight  -  the longer wing 

span compared with the Slingsby T-31B is apparent. 

This article was previously published in 

Museum Newsletter No 28 in 2013 
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Before the T-35 Austral was sold to Renmark it was repainted with yellow wings and tailplane 

and an orange fuselage and rudder. With the glider are Reg Barrington and Alan Delaine  

Austral (modified) at Renmark with Schneider ES50 Club on left and Cherokee II on right 

A junior crew with the Austral at Waikerie 

Austral (modified) at Renmark with Dean Stevens, Gary Douglas and Alan Maddocks. 
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From David Lackner 

 
Waikerie 

Shortly after the fuselage kit arrived in 

Australia, the fuselage, tailplane and 

elevators were very smartly constructed by a 

team of Waikerie Gliding Club members. 

Construction took place in a shed at the back 

of John Wotherspoon’s property in suburban 

Adelaide. The kit was described as “being  

very well planned as far as assembly is 

concerned, being cut to shape and 

numbered, even down to the screws and 

washers”. By April 1952 the completed 

fuselage, tailplane and elevators were ready 

and after a short delay of waiting for the 

wings to arrive, the first flight of the Slingsby 

T-35 Austral took place on the 4th of May, 1952. Training in the machine began shortly thereafter at a feverish 

pace, with the whole club operation centring around the two seater. Over the next 8 weeks, 400 flights were 

flown by the club, all but 20 of them in the Austral. For two of those weekends the Austral was out of the air 

having a fully enclosed canopy fitted, as it was decided early on that the open cockpit was “too bloody windy”. 

Fitting the canopy resulted in the glide angle improving “substantially”. The Adelaide News of 27 May 1953 

reported that within 12 months the Austral had ‘…done 1600 flights including one of four hours duration 

before Christmas. Twelve members (had) been trained in it for their solo licence.’ Sometime between 1955 

and 1959 the upper surface of the wing was clad with plywood between the front and rear spars. 

 

Renmark 

My father’s log book indicates that the Austral arrived at the Renmark Gliding Club on or before the weekend 

of 6/7 June 1959. The nose Ottfur tow hook was removed as winch launching was used by the club. During its 

time at Renmark the fuselage aft of the wing was modified to provide a more streamlined profile and a trim 

tab was fitted to the left hand elevator - my father’s log book entry for 27 January 1960 reads; ‘T35 after 

overhaul, new fuselage shape. R.Wingate in the backseat.’ The aircraft was repainted silver all over with about 

2 metres of the underside of the wingtips painted black. On 3 June 1962 my father carried out a “Test flight 

after safety repairs on (the) tail.” It would appear that the glider was out of service for about four weeks having 

that repair effected. The glider spent another four weeks out of the air in September/October 1963 having a 

new elevator cable and a new canopy fitted. 

 

For a large part of 1965 the Austral was not at Renmark, having been delivered to Cleve Gandy for a 

repair/modification(?) to the wing. My father described the modification as a ‘beefing up’ of the strut 

attachment points at the wing. The club had use of a privately owned ES-49, however a Kookaburra MkII (VH-

GFQ) was loaned to the club while the Austral was out of service. On 25 September 1965, my father noted 

‘We returned the Kookaburra to C. Gandy and brought the Austral.’ Then followed a 5 minute flight in the 

Austral – ‘Test flight with a pass (friend of C. Gandy)’. On the 26 September 1965 the Austral was once again 

flying at Renmark. 

 

Operational History of the Slingsby T-35 Austral 

The Austral at Waikerie 
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Aero towing commenced at Renmark with a Tiger Moth in 1966 – the winch release being used in lieu of the 

Ottfur nose release. On Sunday the 18 February 1968, my father and I completed a winch launch and a five 

minute flight - being the ‘last flight before sold to RAAF’. 

Kevin Warren recalls that on 2 March 1968 the Austral was aerotowed to Colac via Pinnaroo, Nhill and Ararat. 

The glider was traded-in to Bill Riley for the purchase of a new Blanik. Kevin flew the Renmark club’s Tiger 

Moth and Gary Douglas and John Maddocks flew in the Austral. The Blanik arrived back at Renmark around 

the 3 March 1968. 

RAAF Laverton 

Not long after delivery to Bill Riley, on 9 March 1968, the glider was aero towed to the RAAF Laverton Gliding 

Club. The only aircraft logbook held by the AGM starts with the arrival of the aircraft at RAAF Laverton. The 

summary of flying times and the description of maintenance performed during its time at Laverton are quite 

detailed. The aircraft was repainted at some stage with a blue and white scheme and the remnants of the 

colours used can be seen in AGM photos. The Austral had its last flight at Laverton in September 1971 before 

being purchased once again by Bill Riley and was subsequently stored at Tocumwal. 

 

Tocumwal 

Bill Riley stored the Austral, along with other vintage gliders, in a huge former WW2 ex-RAAF hangar at 

Tocumwal in New South Wales. In the December 1986 newsletter of the Vintage Glider Association of Australia 

(Vintage Times #33), he was reported to have ‘… had a long-standing dream to set up a museum of gliders (at 

Tocumwal) and wanted these old aircraft (to be used) as exhibits.’ Furthermore, he said he would ‘… make 

any of these sailplanes available to anyone willing to get them airworthy. (He) strongly believe(d) that the best 

way to preserve old aircraft (was) to keep them airworthy and fly them regularly.’ Bill was happy for the aircraft 

to be taken away for restoration, however, the aircraft was to remain in his ownership and it was to be 

hangared at Tocumwal ‘… anyone who restores one to flying condition will be welcome to fly it at any time.’  

Other aircraft in his collection were the Schneider Club two-seater (ES-50), Schweizer TG3, two Kookaburras, 

two Hutter H17s, an Olympia, Bocian, Mucha, Grunau Baby, Kingfisher and Slingsby T31B.  

 

Australian Gliding Museum 

The Australian Gliding Museum first met as a committee on 26 February 1999. This brought together a number 

of kindred spirits interested in preserving older and historic gliders. Alan Patching, the Australian Gliding 

Museum’s first president, noted “We had hardly started when Bill Riley offered us his large collection of gliders 

with the only proviso that we restore as many as possible to an airworthy status.” The first museum newsletter 

published in April 2002, whilst not mentioning the T-35 specifically, does make note of other aircraft donated 

by Bill Riley that were being restored (Olympia, Club 2 Seater, T-31B). 

 

The T-35 was first mentioned in the museum’s newsletter of November 2004: ‘T-35 – Most of the efforts in 

the workshop in recent months have been concentrated on this project. The aircraft has been completely 

stripped and required repairs are well advanced.’ 

 

In March 2006 a new windscreen had been made and fitted. At some stage a decision to restore the aircraft 

to static display was made; in a report by Chris Saunders he noted: ‘…there had appeared to be a slight bump 

damage in the ply cladding (of the fuselage). In cutting out a rectangle of this ply to effect the repair, we found 

that there was failure in the attaching glue. This led to a much larger area of ply to be removed on both sides 

and further evidence of glue failure. But what was worse was the discovery of cracks in the bulkhead that 

carries the strut brackets, caused probably by a heavy landing. Further inspection of the wing confirmed our 

fears that the T35 should be completed only as a static exhibit.’ 
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One of the AGM members who helped with the restoration of the glider seems to recall that another reason 

for the static restoration was because a rather agricultural/illegal modification had been done to the 

undercarriage and its structure. My father doesn’t recall the aircraft having done a heavy landing during its 

time at Renmark, nor of any modifications to the landing gear. I seem to recall the aircraft logbook referring 

to the repair of a bent axle at Laverton – perhaps due to a heavy landing? 

Bordertown National Vintage Gliding Rally – 9 to 16 January 2021 

The National Vintage Gliding Rally went ahead at Bordertown South Australia notwithstanding Covid 

restrictions preventing attendance by people from some States.  The rally was hosted by the Bordertown – 

Keith Gliding Club.  This year there were 12 Vintage Gliding Association members attending who brought along 

5 vintage gliders and a wide variety of model aircraft.  The gliders on the field included the Goldsmith’s Ka6E, 

Peter Raphael’s Cherokee II, JR Marshal’s Yellow Witch Olympia, Mike Renehan’s ES60 Boomerang and Brian 

McIntyre’s ES52 Kookaburra.  The Rally was a mixed bag weatherwise with two great days – Saturday and 

Sunday – then high winds grounded operations for much of the remaining days.  There was flying on Tuesday 

but the soaring conditions were much weaker than on the first two days.  The model aircraft were flown during 

a period of calm weather on Thursday morning.  When conditions permitted there were many good flights.  

Dave Goldsmith was awarded the Renmark Trophy (handicap league 1 gliders) for his flight on Sunday in the 

Ka6E of 374 km equating to 439km on handicap which took him from Bordertown to Dimboola, to the northern 

edge of the Little Desert, then back past Keith to Bordertown.  Peter Raphael took the Golden Eagle Trophy 

(handicap league 2 gliders) for a 196 km flight in his Cherokee, also on Sunday.  On handicap this equated to 

301 km.  He was in the air for just over 4 hours.  The proceedings at the Bordertown rally are more fully written 

up in Vintage Times No 149 (February 2021) at http://www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au/. 

Vintage flying at Bacchus Marsh during the Victorian Labour Day weekend 

The Bacchus Marsh Vintage Gliding Rally, normally held over the Melbourne Cup long weekend in November 

each year but postponed in 2020 due to Covid restrictions, finally took place from Saturday 6 March to Monday 

8 March 2021 (the Labour Day weekend in Victoria).  The soaring conditions were very good on Saturday and 

Sunday.  Unfortunately flying was not possible on Monday due to rain brought on by a cool change.  The 

vintage gliders that were flown on Saturday and Sunday included the Australian Gliding Museum’s Slingsby 

T31B, Beaufort Gliding Club’s Zephyrus, Leigh Snell’s ES52 Kookaburra, Bob Hickman’s ES60 Boomerang and 

the Geelong Gliding Club’s ASK 13.  There were some fine soaring flights up to the 4500 feet ASL aircraft control 

ceiling.  For a more comprehensive report see Vintage Times No 150 (March 2021) at 

http://www.vintageglidersaustralia.org.au/.   

Vintage Gliding 

 

Photograph credits 
All images in this newsletter supplied by Bernard Duckworth, except as follows: 
Page 3 – Group with Slingsby T-35 – Margaret Peel 
Page 4 – Austral – Allan Ash Collection 
Page 5 – Slingsby T-35 photos (1) Orange and yellow T-35 – Dean Stevens (2) T-35 with other gliders - Allan Ash Collection (3) 
Juniors with T-35- Allan Ash Collection (4) Silver T-35 – Dean Stevens 
Page 6 – Slingsby T-35 -Martin Simons Collection 
Page 9 – Slingsby T-31 at Bacchus Marsh – Warrick Paddon 
Page 10 – Slipstream cover – scanned from original document held in Garrett Collection 
Page 11 – (1) Geelong primary – Austin Collection Album, (2) Lark on ridge – Garrett Collection (3) Condor glider on car – Cecil 
Wilson Collection 
Page 13 –1931 Tower Hill view from crater bed - Cecil Wilson Collection, 
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The Museum’s Slingsby T31B at Bacchus Marsh Vintage Rally 

Photos supplied by Warrick Paddon 
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From Bernard Duckworth 

Over the Easter long weekend in April 1931 a Victorian 

Gliding Association [1] rally was held at Tower Hill in 

Western Victoria, celebrating National Aviation Week.  

It was the first time that a big inter-club gliding event 

was held in Australia. The rally generated a great deal 

of excitement in the district with large crowds of 

spectators gathering to witness the gliding, formation 

and stunt flying by powered aeroplanes, and other 

entertainment. The event was well publicised in 

newspapers. A newsreel film was produced featuring 

some of the gliding. And afterwards, Slipstream, an 

aviation monthly magazine, gave a full round up in a 

special gliding issue. [2] 

 

The rally was hosted by the Warrnambool Gliding Club 

and the community of Koroit. In addition to 

Warrnambool, the Geelong Gliding Club and the 

western district clubs of Colac and Camperdown took 

part. They were joined by Melbourne based clubs 

including Melbourne [3] and Kew. In total there were 7 

primary gliders, one from each club with the exception 

of Melbourne which came with two. In addition, H.J. 

(Jimmy) Larkin, principal of the Larkin Aircraft Supply Company, brought along the “Lark” secondary and 

Howard Morris, a member of the Geelong club, turned up with his newly constructed “Sky-Hawk” nacelled 

primary [4].  Representatives of Portland and Footscray gliding clubs attended but did not bring a glider.  About 

70 gliding club members were catered for at a camp on the Koroit showgrounds and in other local 

accommodation. This was an excellent turnup. 

 

Unfortunately, the weather at Tower Hill during the rally was less than ideal for gliding with changes of wind 

direction and a storm passing through.  Nevertheless, at least 40 glider flights were made from the eastern 

rim with landings and retrievals made on the crater bed. The highlights were soaring flights by Raymond 

Garrett in the Lark (1 hour 34 min), Howard Morris in the Sky Hawk (44 min), and Raynes Dixon in the Kew 

club primary (16 min).  Les Hedley in the Geelong primary, Ham Hervey in the Melbourne club’s Condor and 

Arthur Butler in the Lark also put in commendable shorter soaring performances.  The flight by Garrett in the 

Lark of 1 hour 34 minutes and 10 seconds was just shy of the flight by Percy Pratt at the same site in September 

1930.  Nevertheless, it was regarded as an official Australian record [5].  With the possible exception of Les 

Hedley, these individuals were experienced pilots who commenced gliding with powered flying qualifications.  

This is not to suggest that the meeting was the exclusive domain of the experienced pilots.  Twenty-four glider 

pilots from the participating clubs had flights, many of them qualifying for certificates evidencing advancement 

in gliding competency. Two young women, Miss Vera Thornley and Miss E Coope of Camperdown, were 

amongst them. [Readers interested in the details of the recorded flights may refer to the table on page 14] 

 

90th Anniversary of the first Victorian Gliding Association 

meeting at Tower Hill 
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The meeting was not without incident.  

Thompson of the Geelong club and Bell of 

Camperdown had flights which ended with a 

collision with the soaring slope, escaping serious 

injury but damaging their machines.  Larkin 

narrowly but skilfully avoided a fence when 

landing the Lark in the bed of the crater.  And on 

the last launch of the meeting, Hervey flying the 

Condor lightweight machine was forced 

backwards by the strong wind and hit a parked 

car. [6] 

 

Observations in Slipstream by Garrett and Morris based on their lengthy 

flights at Tower Hill suggest that the meeting was a learning experience 

in slope soaring for all concerned.  Even the most experienced pilots had difficulty at times keeping the glider 

in the lift and managing turbulence, especially when the wind velocity became high.  Having visited the Tower 

Hill reserve on a number of occasions, one can appreciate how the topography could affect the flow of the 

wind depending on its direction and strength.  The wider crater consists of a number of ancient volcanic vent 

points that have formed hills in its centre.  When the wind is westerly, these small hills potentially disturb the 

air flow as it passes over and around them before hitting the soaring slope on the eastern side.  A north 

westerly wind would probably have resulted in better slope soaring conditions. 

 

Today, views of Tower Hill are different than in the 1930s when its hills were bare of trees and the crater 

marshes mostly dry.  Over the years the Tower Hill Reserve which is managed by Worn Gundidj [7] has been 

revegetated with native species in order to restore the land to its natural condition.  The marshes which were 

used as a landing area are now shallow lakes.  From the viewing points on the Lake View Road on the eastern 

side the scene has been returned to the wooded wetland something like it was in 1855 when painted by the 

famous landscape artist Eugene von Guerard [8].  A gliding memorial cairn is located at the lookout on the 

eastern rim close to where gliders were launched, remembering in particular Percy Pratt’s flight in September 

1930. [9] When I was last there in February this year, studying the views and imagining the gliders soaring 90 

years ago, a wedgetail eagle hovered effortlessly above the cairn. 

 

 
 

  

The Lark on the soaring ridge at Tower Hill, 1931. 

Melbourne Gliding Club transporting 

the Condor primary to Tower Hill, 1931. 

Tommy Thompson is launched in the 

Geelong machine, Tower Hill, 1931 
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Notes: 

[1] The Victorian Gliding Association (not to be confused with the current Victorian Soaring Association) was formed 

following a meeting in November 1930 of the representatives of seven gliding clubs based in Melbourne, Geelong and 

country districts.  With gliding clubs springing up around the State, the aim was to unite as an association of clubs in order 

to promote gliding as a sport, hold flying meetings and exchange information concerning construction and flying of 

gliders.  The Association faded out of existence by about 1935. 

[2] Slipstream, printed and published by Ernest E Gunn of Pender Alley, 600 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne from 1929 

to 1932, was the official organ of the Gliding Club of Victoria and the Australian Flying Corps Association (Victorian 

Division) and it was also circulated amongst members of the Australian Aero Club (Victorian Section). In April 1932 

Slipstream was incorporated into Aircraft magazine. 

[3] The Gliding Club of Victoria, which was formed in September 1929, changed its name to the Melbourne Gliding Club 

in December 1930 to avoid confusion between it and the newly formed Victorian Gliding Association.  The Club reverted 

to its original name when it was incorporated in 1936.  

[4] Classified as a ‘secondary’ glider by the officials. 

[5] In September 1930, Percy Pratt stayed aloft for 1 hour 35 minutes in demonstrating the primary glider built for the 

newly formed Warrnambool Gliding Club before a large crowd.  In April 1931, newspapers reported that Raymond 

Garrett’s flight in the Lark on Monday 6 April 1931 lasted 1 hour 35 minutes and 5 seconds, thus breaking Percy Pratt’s 

time by 5 seconds.  However, the report by the Honorary Secretary of the Victorian Gliding Association published in 

Slipstream reported Garrett’s time as 1 hour 34 minutes and 10 seconds and referred to it as an “official Australian 

record”. In any event, Garrett went back to Tower Hill with the Lark and set a record time of 1 hour 54 minutes on 19 

May 1931. 

[6] The “Condor” was built for the Melbourne Gliding Club by Shaw Aviation Company of Port Melbourne according to 

“Rhon Ranger” specifications and reportedly weighed only 120 lbs (approximately 54 ½ kilograms).  Also called the 

“Skeleton”.  

[7] The area is the traditional lands of the Koriotgundidj people. 

[8] Eugene von Guerard, Tower Hill 1855, oil on canvas, 68.6 × 122.0 cm, Warrnambool Art Gallery, Victoria. 

[9] The Cairn Lookout is accessible from Lake View Road between the Princes Highway and Tower Hill Road.  It is 

signposted. 

[10] Re Table at page 14: Information taken from reports in Slipstream. 

[11] Re Table at page 14: The “Condor” primary.  It is understood that the other Melbourne machine, the “Falcon”, was 

damaged and did not appear in the flying reports  

GLIDING RECORD BEATEN BY 5 SECS. 

Flight-Lt. Garrett's Feat 

(From Our Special Representative) 

KOROIT, Monday. — The Australian gliding record was beaten by five seconds today by Flight-Lieutenant W. R. 

Garrett, chairman of the Gliding Association of Victoria, at a meeting which the association is holding at the volcanic 

Tower Hill. The previous record of l hr. 35 min. was established last September by Mr Percy Pratt, of Geelong. In the 

Lark, which belongs to the Lasco (Melbourne) Club. Flight-Lieutenant Garrett was sent away at 9.30 a.m. The wind 

was not as strong as when Pratt made his record flight, but when at 10 a.m. Garrett was still aloft, the onlookers had 

no doubt that he could break the record. At times floating 900 feet above the bed of the crater, Garrett, when not gliding 

around the lip of the great cavity, hovered almost motionless above the crowd. His voice was carried by the wind, and 

he could be heard asking his club fellows below to send up his lunch. Garrett stayed aloft not long enough for that, but 

just sufficient for his purpose. His time, however, is subject to official confirmation, because of a discrepancy in the 

timekeeper's stop-watch. Garrett Garrett lost altitude when he went out toward the centre of the crater, and failed to 

locate an up-current, which had previously sustained his machine. 

A few minutes after he came down, the Sky Hawk, in charge of Howard Morris (Geelong) was sent up in another 

independent attack on the record. He lasted 44 minutes 38 2-3 sec. The Lark and the Hawk are the only secondary 

machines on Tower Hill. They resemble aeroplanes in almost every particular except for the absence of engines. 

Among the best times put up by the primary machines, was that of Raynes Dickson (Kew). who glided 16 min. 20 4-

5 sec. Dickson came down when he found that his controls were a little stiff, making it too difficult to manipulate them 

for long in the wind, which had increased considerably in force. 

[Herald (Melbourne) Monday 6 April 1931, page 1] 
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Above: view of soaring slope at Tower Hill 

from inside crater, February 2021, and to the 

right, a roughly comparable view taken in 

1931. The glider parked on the level ground is 

the Lark. 

Below: a view at Tower Hill from the top of the 

soaring slope near the location of the gliding 

memorial cairn, February 2021. 

Inset below: the gliding memorial cairn at 

Tower Hill, February 2021 
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Glider flights at Tower Hill – Friday April 3 to Monday April 6 1931 [10] 

Friday evening – light south westerly wind – a number of test flights of up to 2 minutes in duration were made 

Saturday morning - Moderate wind, slightly north of west 

Pilot Club Glider Type Flight Duration / Notes 

W Parker Colac Primary 1 min 39 sec 

L Eldridge Camperdown Primary 1 min 14 sec 

R Garrett Melbourne Primary (11) 3 min 

A Parker  Colac Primary 1 min 37 sec 

F Drake Camperdown Primary 1 min 27 3/5 sec 

F Allchurch Warrnambool Primary 1 min 27 sec 

J Larkin  “Lark” Secondary 2 min 23 4/5 sec 

Miss V Thornley Camperdown Primary 1 min 0 1/5 sec 

H Hervey Melbourne Primary [11] 2 min 2 ½ sec 

S Joyce Colac Primary 2 min 32 sec 

L Hedley Geelong Primary (Kew) 11 min 38 sec 

Lunch Break    

Saturday afternoon 

J Green Camperdown Primary 1 min 0 1/5 sec 

T Palmer Warrnambool Primary 1 min 10 sec 

G Edwards Colac Primary 1 min 31 2/5 sec 

T Thompson Geelong Primary Flight ended with collision into the hill 

A Butler  “Lark” Secondary 5 min 20 sec 

A Coope Camperdown Primary 1 min 0 1/3 sec 

Raynes Dixon Kew Primary 1 min 16 1/3 sec 

Miss E Coope Camperdown Primary 1 min 34 1/5 sec 

N Tapp Camperdown Primary 1 min 8 ¾ sec 

J Newman Warrnambool Primary 0 min 46 1/10 sec 

Sunday morning – Unfavourable conditions due to southerly breeze 

F Drake  Camperdown Primary 0 min 36 sec 

Miss V Thornley Camperdown Primary 0 min 36 1/3 sec 

J Larkin  “Lark” Secondary 1 min 30 sec 

A Coope Camperdown Primary 0 min 36 1/3 sec 

H Hervey Melbourne Primary [11] 0 min 57 2/3 sec 

L Eldridge Camperdown Primary 0 min 33 1/5 sec 

H Hervey Melbourne Primary [11] 0 min 45 3/5 sec 

J Green  Camperdown Primary 0 min 35 4/5 sec 

J Newman Warrnambool Primary 0 min 43 1/3 sec 

N Tapp  Camperdown Primary 0 min 48 ½ sec 

Sunday afternoon – No gliding due to unfavourable conditions 

Monday morning – Strong westerly wind 

R Garrett Melbourne “Lark” Secondary 1 hr 34 min 10 sec 

J A Bell Camperdown Primary 2 min 55 sec – flight ended with collision with hill 

Raynes Dixon Kew Primary 16 min 20 4/5 sec 

H. Morris  “Sky Hawk” 
Nacelled Primary 

44 min 38 2/3 sec 

A Parker Colac Primary 2 min 44 4/5 sec 

H. Hervey Melbourne Primary (11) 6 min 38 sec 

Monday afternoon - Gliding stopped when a change of weather came through – It cleared and eased slightly but 
the wind turned to south east.  Three further flights were made late in the afternoon in unfavourable conditions. 

A Stephens Colac Primary 1 min 13 sec 

Raynes Dixon Kew Primary 1 min 49 1/3 sec 

H Hervey Melbourne Primary (11) No time recorded – after launch blown backwards 
colliding with parked car. 

 


